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Community Hub : The Longford Centre
Council undertook the redevelopment
of the land formerly occupied by the
Langbourn and Hillcroft Care Homes.
The Longford Centre Official Opening
Ceremony was officiated by Transport
Secretary and former Cannock
Councillor, Patrick McLoughlin, on
Friday 13th February 2015.
Mr. McLoughlin said “ This will relieve

pressure on our services.
It is a
fantastic concept and a great addition
to the town.”
Work on the project started back in
2010 when Staffordshire County

Following a procurement exercise, The
Wrekin Housing Trust were selected to
become the Council’s partner to
deliver the scheme and subsequently
Galliford Try were selected as the
construction partner.
Other partners include Choices
Housing, NHS, Bideford Way GP
Practice and the Furniture Scheme
who have worked together to
develop the £12million scheme.

Right to Left : Philip Atkins, Leader of
Staffordshire County Council, Jean Jarvis,
MBE, Wrekin Housing Group and Patrick
McLoughlin, Transport Secretary.

Free Fun For All on Pancake Day
The first event in the Centre was a Pancake Day on
Tuesday 17th February which involved a Children’s
Entertainer, fun activities and FREE pancakes
courtesy of the Stepping Stones Cafe. The event
was well supported and was the first of many events
scheduled to take place in the prestigious Hub.

Opening Hours
THE LONGFORD CENTRE
Monday—Friday : 9-00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Saturday : 9.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.

STEPPING STONES CAFÉ
Monday—Friday : 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Saturday : 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Sunday : 8.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Community Hub : The Longford Centre
The Longford Centre offers a
large community room
(Bracken)
which will
accommodate up to 60
people with WiFi and AV
projector and also a smaller
meeting room (Acorn) both
available for hire.
At the heart of the Centre is
the “S te pp i ng S ton e s”
community café making it an
ideal local venue for events,
meetings, socialising or
relaxing.
All patrons of the centre are
welcome to use the free WiFi
and public access computers.
 Venue Hire

 Free Public Access Computers

 Room Hire

 Community Cafe

 Free WiFi

 Warm and Friendly Staff

Public access computers

The Centre are also currently
negotiating to secure a tenant
for the Beauty Salon within
the Centre.
Centre Manager, Ian Bossons,
and his team aim to provide a
warm, friendly and supportive
environment where people of
all ages can take part in a
range of activities, meet old
friends, make new friends and
b u i l d c o n f i de n c e a n d
opportunities.
For more details about the
Centre and upcoming events
visit their website :
www.longfordcentre.co.uk

The Centre also features a
shop offering a range of
assistive technology products.

The Acorn Room

The Community Cafe

 Home made cakes
 Beautiful Barista coffee

The Stepping Stones community café serves a range
of delicious food throughout the day and provides a
wonderful setting to enjoy a delicious Barista style
coffee with a slice of home made cake.
The service is available to both residents and the local
community and food is of a high quality and at
affordable prices.
Under the management of Regional Catering
Manager, Jacob Perry, the catering team will be
offering a range of healthy eating options along with
traditional favourites to appeal to all appetites.
The Café is available to hire for events or functions.

 Delicious meals to eat in or take away with the guarantee of
the finest fresh ingredients and assurance of a healthy and
nutritious meal
 Outreach Catering

Extra Care : Chasewood
Guests were surprised by the
appearance of Queen Elizabeth II
(lookalike Patricia Ford) who had
the honour of cutting the ribbon to
officially open the Chasewood unit
on Friday 20th March 2015.
‘Queen Elizabeth II’, said “I’m
delighted to open this fabulous
facility. It really is fit for a Queen!”
Following the ceremony the
‘Queen’ joined the new residents of
Chasewood together with invited
guests to celebrate with afternoon
tea and later enjoyed a personal
tour of the facilities.
Chasewood is part of a wider
programme of innovative extra care
schemes being developed by The
Wrekin Housing Trust and Choices
Housing Association under the
ShireLiving brand.

New residents Mr and Mrs Leach, 75
and 78, who celebrated their
Golden Wedding on the day, were
thrilled to be invited to cut the cake
saying, “Chasewood is a wonderful
place. We’re absolutely delighted
with our new home. Staying in the
local area is important to us and by
living here we feel as though we’re
maximising our independence in an
environment where we feel safe.”
Built by Galliford Try the selfcontained apartments are designed
to meet the future needs and
expectations of Cannock’s
increasing ageing population. They
offer total privacy and
independence with the peace of
mind of help being on hand if
needed. With links to neighbouring
facilities including the adjacent
Longford Centre community hub

Residents started to move in from 9th March 2015 and
now Chasewood is fully operational.
All Apartments have been finished to an excellent
standard, the majority having two bedrooms with a
few one bedroom apartments. All feature wet rooms
and fitted kitchens with Lounge/Dining areas and
ample storage.
The Communal Lounge offers residents the chance to
get to know each other in comfortable surroundings
overlooking the beautifully landscaped garden.

and Alderwood Medical Practice,
residents have an opportunity to get
involved in wider social and
community activities.
outside Chasewood
“QEII” Patricia Ford

Nigel Downs, Ma
naging Director
of Choices
Housing with “Q
EII”

take advantage of a nice soak in the bath.
A scooter store is available on-site for the charging up
of mobility scooters which can be securely stored in the
controlled access room.
There are two lifts making access to all levels as trouble
free as possible.
Care Staff are on hand 24/7 to offer help and support
with Service Manager, Julie Edwards, heading up the
Team.

Although each apartment has its own wet room there
is an Assisted Bathroom available for those with special
needs and a “Pamper” Bathroom for those who want to

The Garden

Lightwell

The Communal Lounge

Reception/Waiting Area

The Chasewood Care Team headed up by
Manager, Julie Edwards (far right)
The Communal Lounge

External Shot

GP Surgery : Alderwood
Medical Practice
The Bideford Way and Newhall Street Surgergies moved into the
new Alderwood Medical Practice over the weekend of 14th/15th
February and are now operating from their new premises.
The accommodation provides 4 Consulting Rooms and 2
Treatment Rooms with a spacious reception and waiting area
and separate suite of office accommodation for the combined
staff.
The entrance into the Surgery is accessed via the Community
Hub Main Entrance.
Car parking for the Medical Practice is available from the
Wolverhampton Road entrance.
Further information on the Medical Practice can be obtained by
visiting their new website at the following address :

www.alderwoodmedicalpractice.co.uk

Pharmacy Up-date
Staffordshire County Council are actively
seeking an organisation to take on the
Pharmacy unit.
This will be completed as soon as
practicably possible to enable joined up
services to be delivered from the Centre.

LD Respite : Woodland View Short Breaks

Although all bedrooms
have en-suite shower rooms
there are also two assistive
“pamper” bathrooms on site
that clients can use
independently or with
assistance.

The
open
plan
lounge/dining area could
be divided into smaller
rooms with access to the
secure garden which
includes a double swing
and raised flower beds.
The project brief for the
respite unit was developed
and
overseen
by
Staffordshire
County
Council’s Project Manager,
Tina J Nixon.

Sensory Room

The facility comprises of 9
bedrooms, a self-contained
flat, sensory room, laundry,
quiet room, lounge, dining
room, games room, kitchen
and facilities for staff use.

The Sensory Room has
been fitted with specialist
sensory equipment that
offers clients different ways
to relax.

Lounge/Dining Room

All 9 bedrooms have ensuite shower rooms, 5
bedrooms are fitted with
hoists that will support
client transfer from their
beds to the en-suite. All
rooms have new furniture
and specialist profiling beds,
some of which are very
high in specification,
designed for people with
complex needs.

Self contained flat

Woodland View Short
Breaks will provide respite
care for people with
learning disabilities.
The
respite service, run by
Lifeways Community Care
team opened for business
on 2nd March 2015. The
registered Care Manager in
charge of this unit is Julie
Bullock, contact 01543
502912.

The Garden
Specialist Profile Bed

Lifeways Care Team

